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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 TRE Author begs leave to n the 
Reader, that this diſcourſe appears in print, 
in conſequence of the earneſt and repeated 
ſolicitations of ſome of his friends, who 
heard it, and whom he wiſhes to gratify ; 
but on the preſent occaſion has ated with 
great reluQance ; not intending that any of 
his productions ſhould in this way be pre- 
ſented to public view: however, as he is not 
aſhamed of the ſubject matter of it (that be- 
ing the only ground of his own hope towards 
| God, and the chief ſource of his joy), he 
. commits it, with the reader and himſelf, into 
: the hands of that Almighty Saviour, who 
out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings, can 
perfect praiſe. 
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Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a flone, a tried flone, a precious corner- 
sone, a ſure foundation: he that behieveth ſhall not 
| make haſte. 7 | 


E have juſt now, my Brethren, been en- 

paged in the performance of a work, 
which, to ſome of us here preſent, appears of 
conſiderable moment; I mean, the laying 4 
foundation- ſtone of a place, intended to be 

erected for the worſhip of Almighty God, and 

for the preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel, _ 
It is poſſible that, as we have followed that 
circumſtance with ſome deyotional exerciſes, 


ſome miſtaken conſtruction may be put upon "of 


our conduct, and to prevent which you will per- 
mit me to make a remark or two reſpecting it. 
We do not conceive, that, by any thing of 
this kind, it is in our power, or the power of 
e | any 
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any man, to communicate — to a material 
; building; we conſider places of worſhip holy in 
a relative ſenſe only, that is, when the people 
of God are aſſembled therein, for the worſhip of 
God, and the divine preſence is in the midſt of 
them, according to his promiſe; ſo the Lord 
taught his ſervant Moſes “, when he appeared 
to him on the Mount Horeb, when Moſes at- 
tempted to draw near the Lord, and he was 
pleaſed at that time to manifeft his glory in an 
eſpecial manner to him: he is taught to put off 
his ſhoes from his feet, and the reaſon aſſigned 
is, that the place whereon he ſtood was holy 
ground, holy, becauſe the Lord was in an eſpe- 
cial manner there; but when the divine preſence 
was withdrawn, that ſpot was no more than any 
other part of the earth. In the ſame light we 

now conſider places of worſhip. 

But we deſigned, by thoſe exerciſes, to profeſs 
in the preſence of you all, that we have begun, 
deſire to carry on, and complete this important 

Work in the name and fear of the Lord; with 
an humble deſire to promote the good of pre- 
cious ſouls, and his glory, and (as what we are 
not aſhamed to own) therein to lift up our 
hearts to him for his blefling: knowing (as the 
pſalmiſt has taught us) that except the Lord 

5 build the houſe, 1 labour in vain that build 
it: even as except the Lord keep che city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain +. 

Lou will, I am perſuaded, alſo have candour 
enough to ſuppoſe that it is not my defign to 

detain you with a detail of cir cumſtances reſpe&- 


* Exod, i Ul, 1—6. 3 7 Plat. cxxvil. 1. 
5 ing 


4 

ing this building; I have read to you this por- 
tion of God's word with a different view, that is, 
in order to lead my own thoughts and yours to 
a ſubject of infinitely greater importance. You 
will find, by a proper attention to our text, that 
we have there preſented to our conſideration a 
Builder, and a foundation, that -can admit of no 
parallel, that can have no ſuperior, or even 
equal: you will find the bleſſed God himſelf, 
the infinitely great and glorious Jehovah, there re- 
preſented to us under the character of a builder; 
and the foundation, to be the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
his only begotten Son, in whom dwelleth' all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, who came 
of the Jews according to the fleſn, Who is over 

| all God blefled for ever. 

. You will therefore favour me with r ſeri- 
ous regard, whilſt I attempt to its you this 
portion of God's word, without referring to the 
context, leſt I be too redious, by remarking the 
following particulars: 

J. The properties of this foundation it is 
ſtyled a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a . corner- 
ſtone; a ſure foundation. 

II. The Builder by whom it is laid: Behold, 
faith the Lord God, I lay in Zion for a founda- 
tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner- 
ſtone, a ſure foundation. 

III. The manner in which we are called to at- 
tend to the inſtruction given us concerning theſe 
particulars; and the advantages of ſo attending. 

h hus ſaith the Lord God : Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a pre- 
cious corner-{tone, a ſure foundation: he that be- 
185 ſhall not make haſte. 
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That you may be in no doubt about the ap- 
plication of that part of our text, which 7 have 
_ conſidered as referred to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
I would recommend to you to read attentively, 
when you have an opportunity at home, the 2d 
chapter of the. iſt Epiſtle of Peter, and you will 
find this text there quoted by the Apoſtle, and 
applied to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a ſtone, diſ- 
allowed indeed of men, but choſen of God and 
precious. 
I ſhall then proceed to 88 to paint 
out the properties of this foundation. | 
1. You obſerve it is ſtyled a ſtone. The de- 
ſign of this expreſſion appears to be to ſet the 
foundation which it here deſcribes in oppoſition | 
to one formed by collecting a quantity of looſe 
earth, or any thing of that kind which is not firm 
and lend in its nature, and which of courſe 
would be very unſuitable for a foundation: and 
it is ſtyled a ſtone in order to ſhew that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt anſwers that deſcription in the moſt 
firm and ſolid manner, ſo that no ſoul that 
builds on him can poſſibly be diſappointed : he 


wWiͤll not fail in that character. Our Lord in the 


days of his fleſh compares a man that hears the 
word of God, and 1s not practically influenced by 
at, to one that built his houſe upon the ſand, and 
building it upon the ſand it conſequently: falls 
when a ftorm comes upon it. But when he de- 
ſcribes the man that 1s practically influenced by 
the word of God, he compares him to one that 
built his ROO wor: a rock *: ſo the Lord | 


Jeſus 


q . 
Jeſus Chriſt as a foundation is ſtyled a ſtone, and 


a rock. 
We ſhall endeavour preſently to ſhew the per⸗ 


firſt a little to illuſtrate them. 


* 


tinency of theſe applications; but give me leave 8 


2. It is ſtyled a tried ſtone, not ſimply a ſtone, f 


but a tried ſtone, that is, a ſtone ſelected from 


others, from a knowledge of its peculiar excel- 
lency; and approved on that account, as proper 


for the great and important end deſigned. As 
any builder that deſired to lay a firm and ſolid 


foundation, would ſelect from a quantity of ma- 


terials, ſuch parts as were well fitted for the pur- 


poſe, would make choice of thoſe which his judg- | 


ment led him to conceive were of the beſt kind, 


and beſt adapted to anſwer the purpoſe of a ſolid ' 


and firm foundation: ſo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
fixed upon to anſwer this end, as a tried ſtone, 


\ 


proved. 
3. It is ſtyled a precious e What- 


ever poſſeſſes excellencies of its kind, becomes : 


or a ſtone that has been examined, and ap- 


of courſe valuable; we eſteem it on chat account. 


Some ſuppoſe here | is a reference to the cuſtom 
of examining precious ſtones, and fixing a ya- 


lue upon them according to their excellencies *. 


It is ſtyled a corner-ftone. Now the corner-ſtone 
is placed in ſuch a fituation, that it unites the 
building, and of courſe becomes a more firm 


ſupport to the ſuperſtructure: and the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt is ſtyled a corner-ſtone, or a 3 | 


. corner-ſtone, becauſe he is of great v ue, an 


* See upon te Fong Dutch Annotations, in Engliſh, by 


Theodore 


the 
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the center of the unity of his church. He is 
the glorious foundation on which they are all 
built, 'by whom they are ſupported, in whom 
they are united in heart and affection, and built 
on whom, they become the everlaſting qa 
p 6 or dwelling-place of the Moſt High. 

It is ſtyled a ſure foundation, that is, laid 
by rk, a hand and ſuch in its nature that no 
power can thruſt it out of its place. The Lord 
Jeſus ſtands in that capacity immoveable; he is 
in this reſpect (as he d in the days of his 
fleſh) a rock, on which his church ſhall be built, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it v. Thus he is deſcribed in our text a ſtone, 
a tried ſtone, a precious corner- ſtone, a ſure 
foundation. 

We ſhall now endeavour to remark the perti- 
: nency of theſe deſcriptions. 

1. We conſider the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a 
ſure foundation, from what he is, and from what 

he has done for poor, loſt, ſinful man. 

Tou will, I truſt, my brethren, bear in mind 
chat fact, that che ſcriptures have held forth to 
our view with ſo much plainnefs, that we have 
all ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God, 
and therefore on our own account, with reſpect 
to any thing we have done, or are able to do, or 
from any goodneſs or righteouſneſs of our own, 
we have no proper ground to expect the divifte 
favour, or everlaſting life and happineſs at his 
hand : we muſt therefore be led to fomething 
elſe for this ground of hope; and the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is propoſed. to our view in the text 


* Matt. xvi. 18. 
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„ 
to anſwer this important end. Out of love to 
our ſinful race, he left the glory of heaven“: he 
who is the only begotten Son of God, he that 
was rich, for our ſakes became r he became 


obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs; 
he ſuffered for our ſins the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God. When you read 

of the wounds, the bruifes, the agonies of the 
Son of God, remember he endured all this that 
he might be a foundation for poor ſinners 
to reſt upon, that he might ſupport their ſouls, 
and ſave them from ſinking into everlaſting mi- 
ſery; and that upon him they might be built an 
habitation for the ever bleſſed God; that they 


might be glorified with him, and enjoy endleſs 


felicity in the world above. You will remem- 
ber, my dear friends, in order that God might 
receive us to favour, that he might beſtow upon 
us the bleſſings of ſalvation, that we might have 
peace with God, the pardon of our fins, and 
every Goſpel blefling, the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
groaned in the garden of Gethſemane, died 
upon the accurſed tree, hung there a ſpectacle 
to men and angels, and cried out under the 
weight of our iniquities, My God, my God; 
why haſt thou forſaken me ?—Irt pleaſed the 
Lord thus to wound him, to put him to grief, 
to make his ſoul an offering for fin, that by his 
ſtripes our ſouls might be healed F, and that be- 

lieving in him, depending upon him, we might 
prove him a ſure foundation. | 


h * See 1 John, iv. 9. 2 78 8 _ 9. Philipp. i, 8. : 
1 Pet. iii. 18. | | 
+ Iſai. lui. 5. 10. 
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Obſerve then, whenever a ſinner is expecting 


mercy at the hand of God, is looking for the 


favour of God, is expecting to be happy with - 
God in the world to come, upon any other 
foundation than that of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was thus delivered for our offences, raiſed 
again for our juſtification *, and now ever liveth . 
at the right hand of God, to make interceſſion 

for us, he may figuratively be ſaid to build upon 
the ſand ; he lays a moſt wretched foundation, 
that will certainly deceive him, and all his hopes 
will be found vain and deluſive. But the ſoul 
that builds on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that places 
a confidence in him, and looks for the mercy of 


God unto eternal life through him, will find him 
a ſtone, a firm and ſolid foundation, on which 


he may fafely reſt and never be diſappointed. 
2. He is ſtyled a tried ſtone. The Father 
knew well the ſuitableneſs of his only begotten _ 


Son to anſwer his great purpoſe with reſpect to 
the ſalvation of poor ſinners; he knew there were 
none but him, in whom his perfections could be 


ſo glorified in the ſinner's ſalvation; he therefore 


fixes upon him, chooſes him before any other: 


and you obſerve, my brethren, that he is ſet in 


oppoſition to every other in this point of view. 


The Lord choſe none of the ſons of men; he 
choſe no angel, but he choſe his only begotten 


Son, who in time became the ſon of man, and 


died that he might fulfil his Father's gracious 

purpoſe: the Father hath approved him in all 
that he hath done; he perfectly finiſhed the work 
his Father gave him to do; in him and with him 


* Rom. iv. 25. viii. 34. 
| the 
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the Father was ever well pleaſed ; and therefore 
our attention is directed to him thus: Behold my 
ſervant whom I uphold, mine ele& in whom my 
ſoul delightethͤ . He is rejected indeed of 
men (for ſuch is the ignorance and folly of the 
Human heart, ſuch is the ignorance and folly 
even of thoſe who are very wile in other reſpects, 
that they are led to prefer almoſt any thing and 
every thing before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
alone ground of their hope in the fight of God); 
but God hath choſen him ; he 1s the ſtone ap- 
proved in his fight, ſelected on account of his 
excellencies, and approved in all that he is, and 
in all that he hath done. | 
It is worthy of obſervation as matter of fact, 
(if not intimated in the text) that the Lord Je- 
ſus hath in all ages been proved and tried by 
poor ſinners, as a foundation of hope; and not one 
was ever diſappointed in him, We have ſome par- 
ticular circumſtances recorded in ſcripture, that 
might throw ſome light upon this. That I may 
not detain you too long, I ſhall only mention two 
or three of theſe. You will remember what a 
wretched ſinner Saul of Tarſus was, who after-. 
wards became known in the church as the Apol- 
tle Paul. What was he once? A great enemy 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He tells us he 
thought he ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of .Jeſus Chriſt ; he de dear. thoſe 
that loved him, believed in him, and adhered 
to him; he found a wretched pleaſure in drag- 
ging them to priſon, putting them to death, 
and compelling them to blaſpheme +. But 
through grace he was led to know who this 


| * Iſai. Xlii. Ts + Acts xxvi, 9212. 
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Jeſus was that he ſo perſecuted: the Lord 
1 Called to him from heaven, and ſaid, Saul, Saul, 
Z why perſecuteſt thou mex? This poor unhap- 
| Py man, that had been ſuch an enemy to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch a perſecutor of his 
ſaints, found mercy through him. He tells us 
therefore, This 1s a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
| the world to fave finners, of whom I am chief 1. 
|! Therefore the Lord Jeſus is a tried ſtone, a 
1 ſtone that has been proved ſufficient for the very 
7 chief of ſinners: the perſecutors of the Lord 
1238 Jeſus Chriſt, and of his people, have depended 
| upon him for mercy, and found mercy through 
i him. I obtained mercy, ſays Paul, that the 
1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt might in me ſhew forth all 
| long ſuffering for a pattern to them which 
ſhould hereafter believe on him to life ever- 
laſting . | F 
You will remember, my brethren, that one 
that had been favoured with the company of 
our dear Redeemer, whom our Saviour taught, 
amongſt the ſelect number of his friends; I = | 
mean Peter: yet he fo failed in that affection 
which he had profeſſed with great warmth, that 
through the fear of man he was brought into 
. ſuch a ſtate of mind as in à folemn manner to 
deny he ſo much as knew the Redeemer of man- 
kind 8. His fin was attended, beyond all doubt, 
with aggravated circumſtances, highly aggra- 
vated indeed; but yet ſo tried a ftone is the 


1 z cr | 
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Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a foundation of dene that 
this fallen diſciple returns to God, and finds 
mercy through him, and. becomes a faithful 
reacher of that Saviour whom he once thus 
baſely denied. 

Yau will further obſerve, the ſcriptures make 
mention of a very wicked woman, named 5 
Magdalen“, who, through the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt, found mercy ; it is ſaid he caſt out of her 
ſeven devils. Whatever be the preciſe idea in- 
tended to be conveyed by that expreſſion, it cer - 
tainly evinces to us that ſhe was, in a very noto- 
rious ſenſe, a wicked wretched perſon : but this 
was no bar to her advantage by this Saviour; 
there is ſuch a glory, ſuch an all- ſufficiency in 
him as a foundation, that no finner of any de- 
ſcription ever came to him or built their hopes 
upon him in vain: and therefore with the utmoſt 

propriety he is ſaid to be a tried ſtone. 

. He is ſtyled a precious corner- ſtone his 
is re by all that know him; but it is 
matter of grief that this is not ſeen by many 
thouſands who profeſs themſelves to be Chriſ: 
tians. They have no apprehenſions of the pre- 
ciouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and if you 
will permit me to tell you the reaſon, it is be- 
cauſe they do not know themſelves ; they do 
not know themſelves to be poor, hopeleſs, guilty 
creatures, expoſed to the wrath of God, without 
any power or ability to deliver themſelves from 
that wretched ſituation. Whenever a man is 
brought to a due ſenſe of this, and what is teſti- 
fied concerning the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 
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Chriſt: when you and I come there, and we 


is a precious ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone— 


brethren, who have known ſomething of the 
preciouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chrift; is it not 


Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe you rejoice in the Lord' 


C43 


ſeriptures is underſtood, then a-value appears 


in the Saviour to every ſuch ſoul, of which they 
know not how ſufficiently to expreſs their ſenſe. 
The Apoſtle Peter ſays, Unto you therefore that 
believe he is precious. He is indeed the pearl 
of great price to them, and they are 'ready to 
part with all for him. They can take up the' 


language of the Apoſtle Paul, and ſay, What 


things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 
Chriſt ; yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things 
but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord“. And his worth remains 
when all creature comforts fail; when nothing 


can yield them ſupport and ſatisfaction, the pre- 


ciouſneſs of Jeſus \continues, and he becomes 
more precious than ever in the dying hour. 
My brethren, death beds are as it were the 
touchſtone of the preciouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus 


have our eye fixed upon him, we ſhall ſee ſuch 
a value in him, that we would not part with him, 
or our intereſt in him, for ten thouſand worlds: 
theſe would all be empty and inſignificant ; but 
in him we ſhall be enriched to all eternity. - He 


Believers have proved him the bond of their 
union. I can appeal to you, my believing 


this that has knit your hearts together? Do you 
not love one another on account of that view 
you all have of the glory and preciouſneſs of 


* Philipp. iii. 7, 8. 
| Jeſus 


. 
Jeſus Chriſt, and your hopes are all built upon 
him? And hence an Apoſtle could ſay from 
the heart, could thus expreſs his benevolence 
and kind wiſhes towards ſuch— Grace be with 
all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity “. He is the bond of the union of 
Chriſtians; in him all their hopes are centered, 
from him their bleſſings are derived, and from 
him continually flow. Here all diſtinctions 
are ſwallowed up; there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female, for ye are all one in 
Chriſt Jeſus + ; he is the precious corner: ſtone, 
the uniting ſtone of his church, on whom they all 
reſt, and in whom they will all rejoice, and that 
d. Is 

4. He is ſtyled a ſure foundation, or a founda- 
tion ſurely and immoveably laid. Alas! the 
vain heart of man has often ſought to put him 
out of his place. It is matter of lamentation 
that wiſe and learned men have wrote large vo- 
lumes for no better an end, than that of attempt- 
ing to thruſt afide the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
only foundation of a ſinner's hope. There is 
ſomething in the ſinner's heart under its natural 
_ darkneſs, frequently aiming at this. You and I 
have ſought ro put many things in the 'place of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : perhaps our duties, our 
ſorrow for fins, however neceſſary theſe be, yet 
they are a very great injury when put in the 
place of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: bur all attempts 
of this kind, whether by men or devils, are in 
vain. Chriſt is the ſure foundation; whatever 


* Epheſ. vi, 244 T. Gal. iii. 28. 


(ein, 


be the devices of the human heart, the counſel 
of the Lord ſnall ſtand. And e. ſoul that is 


not built on this ſtone, muſt prove the power 


thereof, in being thruſt down to everlaſting mi: 


ſery and woe. We ſhall then, 
Secondly, proceed to take notice af the 

builder, by whom this, foundation, is laid. Be- 

hold, J lay, faith the Lord God, in Zion, far a 


foundation, a ſtone; 1 lay in my church, for 


they are all built on this foundation; they all 


bear witneſs to Chriſt: and if you aſ them the 


reaſon of the hope that is in them, they can 
give it in one word it is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt”; 
they all bear witneſs of him; therefore ſays God: 


Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation. It is the 


om God, the blefled God , that has laid this 
bundation.. 

My, bretbren, a foundation, with reſpect to 
the preſent and eternal fayour ef God, is a mat 
ter of great moment. To be deceived, to be de- 
juded, to have our expectations diſappointed in 


this matter, how awful! How awful when we 


come to a dying hour! How awful, when, we 
ſtand before God in judgment, to be found ſuch 
as have not built upon a ſure foundation But 
that is ſure which God has laid: he that is in- 
finitely wiſe, infinitely good, he that is Almigh- 
ty in power, grace, mercy, and compaſſion, can- 
not poſſibly provide for any purpoſe that which 
is inadequate; he cannot poſſibly mock the 
hopes of his creatures; no, he, has, laid the 
foundation, and therefore upon it the ſoul may 
ſafely, reſt. It is ſaid in ſcripture, he that zrofterh 


de Luke Xx. 18. 
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to bis On heart | is a fool: and to truſt to our 
own hearts in the point of falvation, above all 
things evinces our folly. We ought to be ſatiſ- 
fied, on this point, with no other authority than 
that which is divine. Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, faith God, this ſtone, this tried 
ſtone, this precious corner. ſtone, this ſure foun- 
dation. T have hid it; and as you are to build 
your hopes with reſpect to my favour, as you 
are to form your expectations with reſpect to 

eternal life and bleſſedneſs at my Band. as all 
bleſſings are to come froin me, and agreeable 
to my will, I lay the foundation, and this is 
what I have laid: Jeſus is the ſtone, diſallowed 
Indeed of men, but choſen of God arid pre- 

cious. Here then is the foundation that the 

eternal God has laid; and ſurely the ſinner 
may truſt the veracit of his God: 

Thirdly (as I wiſh not to detain you), we 
proceed to remark the manner in which we ate 
excited to attend to the inſtruction given us on 
this ſubject, and the advaritage of ſo attending 
. 

Is it not great condeſcenſion for the great 
God to inſtruct our ſouls? Oh, prize your Bi- 
ble in this point of view; prize that precious 

book, becauſe it contains inſtruction f. om the 
God of heaven ; attend to the eternal Almighty 
God as your inſtructor on this momentous ſub- 
ject. I do not fimply wiſh you to hearken to 
me, but to the God of your Fees, the God on 


whom you every moment depend, and before 
whom you mult ſhortly ſtand in judgment: it 
is his kind inſtruction; he calls upon you to 
hearken to what he ſays. Thus faith the Lord 
B 2 . 
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G od: | Behold ! Behold ! Let your attention be 
excited here : do not you wiſh a foundation to 
' reſt your eternal all upon? God has kindly 


provided it, and Kindly calls your attention 
to it, Therefore thus faith the Lord God : Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation: and will 


you "diſregard 1 the counſel of your God? Will 

you turn a deaf ear to his kind inſtructions, who 
has given you life, ſupplied your wants, and to 
_ whom you are indebted for whatever you enjoy? 


Will you diſregard the admonition of him be- 
fore whom you muſt ſhortly ſtand in judgment ? 
And will you diſregard ſuch gracious counſel? He 


has your eternal welfare in view; he would have 


your hopes properly founded, chat you may not 
be deluded ; and therefore directs your attention 
to his dear ſon the Lord jeſus. He tells you plain- 
ly, I do lay in Zion this foundation; I have laid it 
in time paſt, and I ſtill do it; I do it in all the mi- 
niſtrations of the goſpel of my grace, to the ſons 
of men. This is the foundation in all ages, It is 
worthy our obſervation that the Lord faith : 1 


lay, not J have laid, but I lay, as though the 


bleſſed God had ſaid, I am ever doing this, and 


I ever call upon you to regard this; that I do 


_ appoint, from ff to loft, this ſtone for a founda- 
tion. 


Though I did not intend to detain you, by 


referring to the context, yet one remark here 


ſeems neceſſary : you obſerve, this inſtruction is 


-given to thoſe unhappy men who ſcorned the 


word of God: you will diſcover this from the 
context; and, alas! how many ſcorners have 
there been in our day! Is there ſuch an one 


now before God? * God 1 in mercy look upon 
him, 


r 
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him, and may ſuch a ſoul be excited to hear 
the gracious inſtruction of that God that calls 
upon ſcorners to hear; and to hear what? Why 
ſcorners might expect to hear God ſay, I will 
puniſh them, and that eternally; my vengeance 
ſhall light and reſt upon them. God was at 
this time about to viſit his ancient people with 
ſore vengeance ; but he gives them this kind 
inſtruction firſt, and points out the wretched 
hardneſs of their hearts, in being led to mock 
the meſſage of the prophet, and to ſay, We 
have made a covenant with death, and with 
hell are we at agreement. I kervfore thus 
faith the Lord: Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation, a ſtone, &c. Your covenant with 
death and your agreement with hell, alas ! are 
vain add deluſive; it is the obduracy of your 
ſpirits that leads you to any thing like this. But 
would you be ſafe, eſcape my preſent and eter- 
nal wrath—Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda- 
tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner- 
ſtone. Now you ſee what grace is here diſ- 


_ - played, that even the bleſſed God (fo unwilling. 


is he to execute yengeance, ſo rich in mercy, ſo 
great in grace) directs ſcorners of his goſpel, of 
his word, to come to this foundation: and it is 
ſtill laid as a foundation for ſuch to build their 


expectations of mercy upon, ſo as not to be diſ-. 
appointed. 


This will lead us to conſider the great advan-- 
tage of thoſe that do attend to this inſtruction: 
He that belie veth ſhall not make haſte, What 
is meant by this? It refers to that ſtate of mind 
which perſons experience when apprehenſive of 
great danger, and know not where to flee for 


ſafety. 
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ſafety. This is the caſe ſometimes with the 


finner when rouſed to a ſenſe of his guilt; 
then his ſoul trembles; he is afraid every mo- 
ment may be his laſt here, and he may ſink 
down into hell; he knows not where to fly, nor 
what to do; he is ready to think his ſins are too 
great to be pardoned, and his mind, under a 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, is all confufion : he knows 
nat where to look for ſafety ; but here is the 
firm foundation, here is the ſure ground of hope; 


and whoſoever believeth on Jeſus ſhall not make 


haſte, ſhall experience no diſmay, or wild con- 
fuſion ; he ſhall dwell ſafely, and none ſhall 
make him afraid ; he ſhall experience that peace 
from God which paſſeth all underſtanding ; for 
being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : by whom 


alſo we have acceſs by faith into this grace 


wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God *. The foul that comes to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, or believes in him, ſtands juſtified 
by him, acquitted from all guilt; God becomes 
his God, and he becomes a child of God +. 
The eternal God is his refuge, the everlaſting 
arms are underneath bim, and all the perfec- 
tions of God are engaged for his ſafety J. The 
word of the Lord ſtands for ever; and though 


heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, not one jot 


or tittle of his word ſhall fail; and that. God that 
directs him to this foundation bath faid, he ſhall 
not make haſte; or, as the Apoſtle Peter explains 
it, he ſhall not he confounded ; all his expecta - 


* Rom. v. 1.2. Gal. fl. 26, f Deut. xxii. 27, 
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tions-ſhall be anſwered, and more than anſwered; 
his ſoul! ſhall be filled with the fulneſs of the 
Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, and he ſhall find every thing 


in him that he wants; all ſpiritual bleſſings ſhall 


be freely beſtowed in him, and God will con- 


duct him ſafe through this wilderneſs, to the 


manſions of eternal glory. When the. dying 
moment comes, he ſhall not be confounded: 
Death is very ſolemn; the. dying hour is a ſoz 
lemn period indeed! All creature comforts will 
then fail, our own goodneſs will then be a poor 
ſupport; but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſupport 
us. Then the ſoul that has believed in him, and 
continues to believe in him, will not be con- 
founded; but may take up the ſolemn triumph, 
and ſay, O Death! where is thy ſting? O Grave! 
where is thy victory? The ſting of death is 
ſin, and the ſtrength of fin is the lay: but thanks 
be to God which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And when the heavens 
ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent heat; when the 
earth alſo, and the works that are therein, ſhall 


be burnt up (this you and I'ſhall ſee); when all 
nations ſhall be gathered together before the 


throne of God; the ſoul will ſtand undiſmayed, 
firmly ſupported, that has built on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt;; for the faithfulneſs of God is en- 
gaged for this end. Every evil will be hereby 
avoided, and every good ſecured; for (as we 
ſang this evening) our God is a ſun and ſhield ; 


he will give grace and glory, and no good thing 


will he. withhold from them that walk upright- 
ly *; who regard his counſel, who come unto 


* Pſalm Ixxxiv. * "Ee 
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ſhall not be confounded. 
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| Jeſus, that live under the practical influence of 


redeeming. mercy. and grace; ſuch will prove 

the truth that the pſalmiſt reſted upon, and of 
which he ſpeaks with confidence, lifting up his 
heart to his God: Thou ſhalt guide me by 
« thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to 


6 glory *. So firm is this foundation, ſo tried 
a ſtone, ſo precious a corner-ſtone, that who- 


foever believeth on Jeſus, ſhall not make haſte, 
I diſmiſs the ſubje& then with a word or two 
by way of application. e 

Poſſibly, my dear friends (God only knows 


bow this is), the things that have been men- 


tioned to you this evening, may to ſome of you 


appear ſtrange; but if this ſhould be the caſe, 


do not deſpiſe them. Let me entreat you to 
take your Bibles when you go home, endeavour 


to recollect what you have heard, and ſee if you 


do not find theſe things in ſubſtance contained 
in the book of God. Eſpecially, think ſeriouſly 


upon this gracious inſtruction: Thus ſaith the 


Lord: Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, 
a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner - ſtone, a 
ſure foundation. You certainly cannot think 
it wiſe, or even rational, to diſregard your 
eternal concerns; you cannot think it wiſe 


and prudent to paſs through life, and have no 


hope towards God. Surely to have hope before 
God, is a point of moment; and it is equally 
ſo that this hope be properly grounded. Now 
then may you ſtudy and reflect upon the pre- 
cious truth preſented to our attention in this 

. part 
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part of the FOR IR word; compare ir with what 
is eontained in the ad chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle 
of Peter, and then you will ſee how properly 
this text is referred to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
(and as you underſtand the New Teſtament ac- 
count concerning him) you will ſee what a per- 
tinent, what a beautiful, what an inſtructive 
deſcription it contains. 
Let me remind you, that though we are all 
now preſent before God, the living monuments of 
his ſparing mercy, yet e death will come; death will 
ſoon come: it may be very ſoon with ſome of us. 
How awful will it be to go hence without ever 
having our hopes properly grounded with re- 
ſpect to God and eternity! May you not haſtily 
diſmiſs that thought Reflect ſeriouſly upon the 
ſubject; and oh that the mercy of God, the rich 
love and grace of God, diſplayed in the ſuffer- 
ings and agonies of his Son, that ſinners might 
be pardoned, accepted, and ſaved with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation, may excite you to pay atten- 
tion to him, who 1s able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, all that come unto God by him. And oh 
let the finner that has felt the weight and burden 
of ſin, regard this inſtruction : here you may 
come helpleſs, ruined, and undone by fin, and 
find a ſafe retreat. This is a foundation on which 
your ſouls may ſafely build, and to which the 
Lord God kindly directs you. 
Laſtly. You who have taſted that the Lord 
is gracious, permit me to exhort you in the lan- 
- guage of the Apoſtle Peter, to be coming 
to Jeſus, as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed 


- 


indeed of men, but choſen of God and pre- 


clous ; that is, be daily coming, continually look- 
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ing unto Jeſus; ſo you vill prove you are built 
up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſthood to offer 
up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God by Je- 
ſus Chriſt. ' He is a Saviour for poor ſinners, for 
the vileſt of the vile; he purifies, he renews and 


ſanctifies all that come to him: there are none 


that really build on this foundation; none ſcrip- 


turally believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and go 
on in the practice of ſin and wickedneſs: no, their 


union with this living ſtone forbids it; they par- 
take of his ſpirit, they partake of power from 


him by which they are enabled to deny all un- 


godlineſs, and live to the glory of him who died 
for their fins, and roſe again. Then, brethren, 
be you ever coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that you may derive peace and comfort from 
him: reflect on the glory and ſuitableneſs of 


this foundation; it cannot poſſibly fail you; it is 


ſuch in its nature, and laid by ſuch a founder, 
that it cannot poſſibly diſappoint you; all your 


danger is in making ſomething elſe the ground 


of your hope, or on any account neglecting this 
reat and glorious ſalvation that is proclaimed 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this ſure 
foundation. 33 | | 
I commend then what has been advanced 
to your ſerious conſideration ; and may the God 
of all grace give you underſtanding.— AME Xx. 


